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EO 11652: CDS 
TAGS: PINT, SY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ASAD'S EVACUATION DAY SPEECH 

1. ON APRIL 17 PRESIDENT ASAD ADDRESSED THE SYRIAN 
PEOPLE IN A BRIEE SPEECH MARKING THE 28TH ANNIVERSARY 
OE THE TERMINATION OE THE ERENCH MANDATE OVER SYRIA. 

SPEAKING IN A LOW-KEY, ALMOST DRY MANNER, THE PRESIDENT 
INDULGED IN THE USUAL PATRIOTIC GENERALITIES WHICH ONE 
WOULD EXPECT IN AN "INDEPENDENCE DAY" SPEECH. HE PAID 
TRIBUTE TO THE MARTYRS OF THE PAST AS WELL AS TO THE 
SYRIAN ARMY NOTING THE "GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS OF OCTOBER." 

HE INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT SYRIA MUST "CONTINUE THE 
STRUGGLE AND BY ALL MEANS IN ORDER TO REALIZE A 

JUST PEACE." 

2. COMMENT: THE SPEECH WAS SHORT, NOT EXCEEDING 15 
MINUTES. INITIAL LOCAL REACTIONS TO IT CHARACTERIZE 

THE LANGUAGE AS "MODERATE" AND "CONSISTENT WITH WHAT HAS BEEN 
SAID IN THE PAST." IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT 
SOME EOREIGN COMMENTARIES ON THE SPEECH INCLUDING 
BBC AND VOA EAIL TO MENTION THE OCCASION ON WHICH THE 
SPEECH WAS DELIVERED, INTIMATING THAT THE SPEECH WAS 
A KIND OE REPORT TO THE NATION EOLLOWING ASAD'S TRIP TO 
MOSCOW. THE BBC PARTICULARLY IN ITS EARLY MORNING 
NEWSCAST ON APRIL 18 SEEMED TO EMPHASIZE THE BELLICOSE 
NATURE OF THE SPEECH, NOTING EOR EXAMPLE THAT THE 
PRESIDENT SAID SYRIA MUST CONTINUE "THE FIGHTING" 

WHEN IN EACT HE USED THE ARABIC WORD "NIDHAL - STRUGGLE" 

WHICH IS A VAGUER TERM AS IS ITS ENGLISH EQUIVALENT. 

MOREOVER, THE PHRASE "BY ALL MEANS " IS ALSO AN 
OBVIOUS SIGNAL THAT SYRIA HAS NOT RULED OUT A 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN ADDITION TO A RECOURSE 
TO ARMS AS ONE OPTION OPEN TO IT. IN ANY EVENT, I 
MUST CONEESS THAT BELLICOSITY WAS NOT THE IMPRESSION 
CONVEYED TO ME IN WATCHING AND LISTENING TO THE 
PRESIDENT DELIVER HIS TALK LAST NIGHT. 

SCOTES 

CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPEECHES, INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 APR 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DAMASC00406 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740090-0771 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740434/aaaabdvs.tel 

Line Count: 99 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <26 MAR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT ASAD'S EVACUATION DAY SPEECH 
TAGS: PINT, SY, (ASAD, HAFIZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



